L
o]
I
oL
14
<«
o
T
I
[

CHANNELKIRK

Profile!

/=

gaypauuegp






> S e,




THE WAY AHEAD
“Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened
to you.” (Matthew 7.7)

We plan to build on foundations laid over past years, which have greatly enriched
and extended the life and work of our congregation, both in our individual churches
and together as a successful union. We will continue to be open to new ideas, and
be forward-looking to the next stage of our Christian life together.

Without totally compromising our traditional approach to worship and the
longstanding commitment and support of our congregation, we seek to find someone
who can lead us and ensure our Church, worship and pastoral care continues to be
relevant to the changing needs of the 21 century for all ages. We also recognise
the need to reach out into our vibrant and enlarging community, many of whom are
young families or new to the area.

In identifying the type of ministry we would wish to see established in the years
ahead, we acknowledge our willingness not only to be led but also to share the load
of organisation. The parish has many hard-working and devoted volunteers from
both Channelkirk and Lauder, all of whom are happy and keen to work with the new
Minister in support of his/her work to help achieve our plans for the future.

Whilst many of the goals that were identified at the 2008 planning “Away Day” have
already been successfully achieved, we are keen to continue to move forward under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

We are open to developing Mission and Ministry through the following in particular :

[1 increasing membership and attendance at Sunday services

[1 developing our contributions to worship through the enlarging and active worship
group and praise band, and the desire to form a church choir

[1 giving more prominence in our annual worship to the importance of Easter

[1 encouraging prayer and understanding of God’'s word through house groups,
prayer sessions and courses such as Christianity Explored

[1 working with young people, both children and teenagers, in a range of settings
including the practical difficulties of accommodating a Sunday school at Channelkirk
[1 continuing to build on the work of our recent “Gifts for God” stewardship campaign
to help promote a clearer and more prominent Church profile as well as stimulate
fellowship that helps attract new people to come and join us

[1 increasing accessibility to the wider Lauderdale community through links with other
groups and involvement in community events and Lauderdale traditions

[1 developing the Church website and providing recorded services to those who are
unable to attend weekly services

[1 managing progress and growth beyond the forthcoming tenure, and the
increasingly vital role that the Elders might play.
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THE KIRK and the CONGREGATION

The population of the parish is ¢.2000. The churches of Channelkirk and Lauder have
a congregational roll of 446 inclusive of 12 adherents; an average of 95 attend
worship regularly.

There is no supplementary roll. Most members live in Oxton, Lauder, Carfraemill or
Blainslie with the rest residing on farms around Lauderdale. Members are from all
age groups; many have lived here from birth, whilst an ever increasing number are
new to the area. All four settlements have increased in size, particularly over the past
ten years, with many of the new residents bringing new skills and interests to the
area. We are pleased and encouraged by the increase in young families joining the
congregation.

The Kirk Session of the united charge comprises 31 elders (from 40 years of age).
The Congregational Board, comprising elders and a further 11 members, delegates
projects to sub-committees, supported by enthusiastic volunteers from the
congregation. There is a thriving Guild, a Sunday Club and créche in Lauder Church,
a youth café, a praise band, three house groups, a weekly prayer session, a monthly
prayer diary, study courses (previously Alpha and now Christianity Explored) and an
art club.

WORSHIP

Currently, services are held every Sunday at 10am at Channelkirk and 11.30am at
Lauder (five miles apart). From January to March, services for Oxton move from
Channelkirk Church to the War Memorial Hall in the village to avoid travelling up the
hill in bad weather. In response to the make-up of each congregation, the service at
Channelkirk has tended to be more traditional, while the service in Lauder has been
more oriented towards all ages: an all-age family service is conducted in Lauder on
the first Sunday of most months. Volunteer readers read the lessons each week and
services are recorded for the benefit, in the main, of those unable to attend the
service. Teal/coffee is served immediately after all services. On the second Sunday of
the month, with the exception of communion Sundays, a service is held at 2.15pm in
the Lounge at South Garden, independent living residences in Lauder. Residents and
members of the wider community are welcome to attend. Evening services are
occasionally held at both churches, including services led by members of visiting
churches.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is celebrated in both churchesin May
and November, as well as in South Garden. It is also celebrated as part of the
Easter and Christmas services. Additional services are held during Holy Week and at
Christmas. Hymn/song books in regular use are CH3 and Mission Praise, with Songs
of God’s People and Common Ground also available. The congregation has also
been learning new hymns from CH4. Worship in Channelkirk is accompanied by a
two manual electronic organ and in Lauder by a four and a half stops, two manual
pipe organ. The Praise Band contributes to worship on occasions and a choir leads
praise on special occasions.

(The full story of the history of the area, its people, community and churches can be
found in a number of the publications listed at the end of this profile.)
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LAUDER WAR MEMORIAL

The War Memorial in Oxton forms part of the entrance to
the village hall. Pupils from the local primary school lay
crosses annually, below the memorial stone, the week

after Remembrance Sunday. A similar service takes place
in Lauder. Both are led by the Minister and supported by
the Ex-Servicemen's and Probus clubs

The War Memorial Hall, Oxton is the venue throughout the
winter months for the popular Wednesday Club; a social
occasion for a blether over, for example, a game of cards

or indoor bowls















http://www.channelkirk.scotborders.sch.uk/
http://www.lauder.scotborders.sch.uk/
http://www.earlstonhigh.scotborders.sch.uk/

School and private nurseries, play clubs and after school clubs are available
alongside the usual children’s organisations. Local childminders work closely with the
local schools and parents. A soft play area and café within the Leisure Centre
provides fun for the younger children and respite for the parents.

The Lauderdale News, published three times a year by a voluntary community group,
carries much information on the Church, community group activities and news.

The Women’s Rural Institute is represented in Lauder and in Oxton. Both
communities have Amateur Horticultural Societies which host annual shows.

Each year the programme for Lauder Common Riding Week involves a fancy dress
parade, games and activities for all the family and the gathering of some 350 horses
at the War Memorial on Common Riding Day. The minister leads the Kirkin' o' the
Cornet service on the Sunday prior to the week long programme and at the end of
the celebrations takes the traditional service at the War Memaorial.

Church activities in the community are varied and regularly include adult social
gatherings in the form of a Burns/Scots night and quiz nights; in addition we have a
summer family barbeque, a family ceilidh, a family Easter egg painting competition
and egg rolling event, the Parish Party in December and carol singing as the
Christmas lights are switched on.

Community Facilities
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The Flat Cat Gallery has regular exhibitions by local artists and provides a relaxed
atmosphere for coffee and cakes.

Two local hotels and a general store serve the Oxton area while in Lauder there is a
pharmacy, a post office, bank, three grocers, and a fruit shop, a deli, a newsagent, a
butcher, a baker, two hairdressers, a petrol station, three garages, a garden shop
and three hotels. The area also boasts a number of good eating establishments. A
wide range of tradesmen serves the area of Lauderdale. There are two medical
practices due to move into a new Health Centre in 2012 with Borders General
Hospital and the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary within easy reach of Lauderdale.
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mailto:gmmegahy@talktalk.net
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/life/comunitycouncils
http://www.lauder.bordernet.co.uk/organisations
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http://www.clchurch.org.uk/




